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Minutes of Regular Meeting 
Friday, September 27, 2013 

Gaia Hotel 
Anderson, CA 96007 

 
 
 

1. Call to Order:  9:00 a.m. by Chairperson, Ronda Dever 

2. Roll Call:   
a. Present:  Margaret Shipp, Susan Hess, Kathryn McCreary, 

Suzette Serrano, Stephen Bell, Roger Hatton, Andreas 
Economopoulos, Melanie Combs, Chrissie Clapp, Colleen 
Ryberg, Troy Rathburn, Michelle Sedillos, Ronda Dever 
 

b. Absent:  Margot Madson, Don Murphy 
 

3.  Public Input/Open:  Introduction of guests:  Diana Anderson, Joan 
Monvik, Judy Kruse, Mike Mintline, Ted Hess, Betty Carlton, Kathy 
Brian. 

 
4.  Approval of Agenda for September 27, 2013:  Motion to approve and 

second by Stephen Bell and Suzette Serrano.  No discussion, 
motion passed. 

 
5. Approval of Minutes from May 17, 2013:  Motion to approve and 

second by Colleen Ryberg and Troy Rathburn.  Discussion included 
two corrections:  Correcting Carol Dever to Carolyn Ostrander and 
correcting County to Country on page 32.  Motion passed. 

 
6. Welcome to new Board Member Kathryn McCready:  Chairperson, 

Ronda Dever welcomed Kathryn McCready, representing Glenn 
County. 

 
a. Ronda Dever read the resignation letter received from Board 

Member, Don Murphy.  It was the Chairperson’s decision not to 
accept this resignation at this time.  Laura Larson will be 
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contacting Mr. Murphy regarding the possibility of attending the 
meetings via “Polycom”. 

 
7. Transition to Executive (Closed) Session – W & I 4663, (3), (4), (5):  

Motion to transition to closed session made and seconded by 
Margaret Shipp and Stephen Bill.  No discussion.  Motion passed.   
Returned to open session.  Recent union/contract negotiations were 
discussed.   

 
8. Report from Executive Director, Laura Larson:   

a. Realm of Possibilities, our annual report, has been distributed 
to our community with a good response.  It was noted that 
Board Member Stephen Bell appears on the front cover with his 
son, Bradley. 

b. Mary Ann Weston gave a brief overview of the upcoming 
FOCUS Film Festival.  The new “That’s Me 2” will be presented 
during the festival and “That’s Me” has been posted to the 
festival’s UTube channel.  There will be 30 films presented, 
three separate receptions, and audio descriptions with several 
of the films.  Any subtitled films will be read, also. 

c. Far Northern had two long-time employee retirements:  Janet 
Houghton and Connie Moreland-Bishop. 

d. The poster contest had over 200 entries with the theme “That’s 
Me”.  The posters are currently hanging in the High Chaparral 
gallery in the Redding office. 

e. The Self-Determination bill, SB 468, is being discussed at 
length.  This bill, if signed, will change the system dramatically.  
The Department of Developmental Services will need to 
coordinate with the Federal Government to rewrite the Waiver 
to accommodate this.  If implemented, a three-year pilot 
program with 2500 people, statewide, will be executed.  
Consumers and/or families will be able to purchase traditional 
as well as non-traditional services.  Service Coordinators will be 
allowed to continue to work with families, if families so desire. 

f. A bill to increase the minimum wage was signed by the 
governor.  It is still uncertain how this will affect those served by 
the DDS system. 
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9. Management Reports 

 
a. Finance Report – Michael Mintline, Associate Director, 

Administration:     
i.  Purchase of Service FY 2012-2013:   The Regional 
Center is projecting a deficit of $2.1 million in spending 
authority.  Expenses for this fiscal year are expected to be 
$101.2 million, which is an increase of 4.7% from the prior 
year.  There has been a 1.2% increase in the number of 
consumers served.               
ii. Operations Report, FY 12-13:  The Regional Center is 

projecting $205 thousand in remaining operations 
spending authority at this time, as the Department of 
Developmental Services overstated the allowance by 
$600 thousand.   

 
The hiring process is fluid at this time.  However, it is 

expected that two Service Coordinators, two Office Assistants 
and one Quality Assurance Specialists will be hired soon.  Also, 
up to ten Senior Service Coordinator promotional positions will 
be created by November 1, 2013.  These positions will increase 
Personal Service expenses by $317 thousand.  However there is 
an expected savings of $51 thousand from disability leaves, 
resignations and retirements.   

 
Operating expenses are projected to increase by $92 

thousand over last fiscal year, due primarily to rent increases in 
the Redding and Lake Almanor offices, accounting fees by 
independent auditors, travel costs associated with more Service 
Coordinators and offsite training for IT staff along with the pay 
increases resulting from the recent contract/union negotiations. 

 
b. Resource Development Directions, Diana Anderson, Associate 

Director, Community Services:   
i. Action Item No. 1:  It is requested the Board approve the 

Performance Contract for calendar year 2014.  Moved 
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and seconded (Bell/Hatton), discussion included spelling 
corrections, motion passed. 

ii. FY 2013-13 Community Placement Plan:  The budget is 
made up of several areas.  Five individuals were placed 
instead of the projected four.   
 
The system is shifting away from the Developmental 
Center (locked) model, with some people are being 
channeled into mental health facilities, which are locked.  
However, this past year, it was decided to begin removing 
people from the mental health facilities and placing them 
into settings with delayed egress.  (Community Care 
Licensing and the State Fire Marshal have established 
regulations preventing the use of locked facilities).   

iii. FY 2013-14 Community Placement Plan:  The 
Department of Developmental Services has approved this 
plan, including several programs that are being developed 
for individuals with sensory issues and those coming out 
of the Developmental Centers. 

iv. Other:  Diana described the new food pantry in Redding.  
For $10 per month, those living independently can receive 
upwards of $70 per month in food.  All the food in the 
pantry is from donations.  This program differs from the 
national “Green Bag” program which is a food bank for all 
people.   

 
The Wellness Initiative has been established with a nine 
county committee with sub-committees.  This committee is 
developing the structure by which all providers/programs 
will be touched by and included in. 

 
10. Association of Regional Centers Agencies Report, Andreas 

Economopoulos, Delegate:  The meeting was held August 13th in 
San Diego.  The board approved the meeting places for the coming 
year.  There was a lot of discussion regarding bills currently in 
legislation and ARCA’s positions.  The Self-Determination bill, SB 
468, was discussed along with the proposed amendments, some of 
which were successful, and some not.  ARCA is unsure if all their 
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accounts payable will be paid this fiscal year and they are looking 
to reduce some committees.  ARCA dues have gone up in order to 
hire a staff member to work strictly on policy.  During the June 
meeting, much time was spent on the budget and how it has been 
used for the service system.  Looking at the past, there was time 
when more babies were served, and it is hoped that the Early Start 
system will be better funded in January.  The next meeting will be 
in Los Angeles on October 18th. 
 

11. Area Board 2 on Developmental Disabilities Report, Sarah May, 
Executive Director:  Presented by Betty Carlton:  The next AB2 
meeting will be November 7th and 8th in Redding.  The State 
Council on Developmental Disabilities is a sponsor of both AB 1041 
(Employment First) and SB 468 (Self-Determination).  Both of 
these bills are currently on the Governor’s desk for signature. 

 
AB2 participates in several advocacy groups, including the Shasta 
County Transition Partnership and the Shasta County Transition 
Committee.   
 
AB2 also participates in several groups including the monthly 
Coordinating Councils in Butte and Tehama Counties, the BCCC 
Annual Recognition Celebration being held October 17th in Chico, and 
the monthly Diversability Advocacy Network (DAN) coalition 
meetings.  AB2 is also very involved with the monthly meetings of the 
SCAN Foundation’s California Coalition monitoring of the rollout of 
the Medical Managed Care, Coordinated Care Initiative and the 
Affordable Care Act. 
 
A free information training with Anthem Blue Cross will be held 
October 8th in Chico hosted by AB2, Far Northern Regional Center 
and DAN.  A training with California Health and Wellness is in the 
process of being organized and flyers will be distributed soon.  
 
AB2 is proud to announce that the PDG Cycle 36 Grant Recipient will 
be awarded to AMJaMB’s newest day program “Beyond Inclusion – 
The Call Center”. 
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12. Action Item No. 2:  Approval of Zero Tolerance on Abuse 
Policy:  It is requested that the Board of Directors adopt the revised 
“Zero Tolerance Policy – Abuse or Neglect of People who have 
Developmental Disabilities” to be effective October 1, 2013.  Our 
Master Contract with the Department of Developmental Services 
requires the development of a new policy that expresses zero or no 
tolerance for abuse or neglect of persons with developmental 
disabilities.  Moved and seconded (Bell/Economopoulos), no 
discussion, motion passed. 

 
13. FNCC Board Committee Reports and Action Items: 

 
a. Consumer Committee, Michelle Sedillos, Chairperson:  Present 

at this meeting were:  Michelle Sedillos, Susan Hess, Andreas 
Economopoulos, Roger Hatton, Suzette Serrano.  The meeting 
began with a tour of the Tehama Country Visitor’s Center in 
Red Bluff.  Michelle Sedillos was re-elected to chair the 
committee for the coming year.  The Board Packet and Action 
Items were discussed along with the Performance Plan.  The 
meeting was adjourned at 2:30 

b. Service Provider Advisory Committee, Jennifer Bowman, 
Chairperson, presented by Nick Herndon:   

 Laura Larson, discussed the following: 
o The Self-Determination bill, SB 468 
o The status and future of the Developmental Centers 
o Medi-Cal to Managed Care Transition presented by 

Betty Carlton of the Area Board 2 
o The 2014 Performance Contract 
o The Zero Tolerance for Abuse Policy that will be 

presented to the FNCC Board of Directors. 
o FOCUS Film Festival scheduled for October 3 – 5 in 

Chico. 

 Betty Carlton presented for the Area Board 2: 
o The will be a training in Chico on October 8th for 

regarding the Managed Care rollout 
o The SCDD grant was awarded to “Beyond 

Inclusion” Day Program 
o The next AB2 board meeting is November 7 and 8. 
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 Health and Wellness Initiative presented by Diana 
Anderson 
o The team has met twice and is making great 

progress with the initiative. 

 Provider Announcements: 
o The Emergency Fair will be held in Siskiyou County 

on October 11th 
o Compass is having a Prom in Redding on October 

11th 
o Butte County Coordinating Council is having a 

recognition celebration October 17th. 
o The Compassion Fatigue Training will be held 

October 22nd in Red Bluff 
o An Emergency Fair will be held in Redding October 

24th 
o Mid Valley Providers announced they are opening a 

sub shop in Redding. 
o WTC is opening a new work/day program in Chico 

at the “All Fired Up” location 
o Client’s Rights Advocate, Kimberlee Candela, 

announced she is available to provide training to 
staff and clients 

 The next meeting will be held November 20th from 1:30 – 
3:00 at the Tehama Country Visitor’s Center.  
Nominations for Chair and Vice Chair will be held at the 
time with the election to take place January 2014. 

 
14. Announcements, Reports, Questions and Answers, Summary 

Comments, All Board Members:   
 
Michelle:  People First of Red Bluff has hired a new helper. 
 
Suzette:  The representative from Region 2, People First is having a 
fund raiser and donations are welcome.  People First is having a 
gathering in the Bay Area 
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Margaret:  Margaret went with Rowell Family Empowerment to the 
Health Fair held at Rolling Hills Casino.  She will be presenting at 
Supported Life regarding diabetes. 
 
Andreas:  Siskiyou County has purchased five new buses for public 
transportation.  Three are on routes, one is for training and one is for 
back-up.  He is volunteering for a faith-based program to do drug, 
alcohol and grief counseling to youth. 
 
Troy:  Troy is training new bus guides with Mains’l, and they are 
currently seeking additional bus guides for Glenn County (Orland).  
Mains’l will be working in several counties to help people learn how 
to use the Smartcards.  Due to budget restraints, there will be no 
more recycling in Magalia. 
 
Roger:  He attended the People First of California conference. 
 
Melanie:  She and Chrissie attended the Tehama County 
Coordinating Council meeting.   
 
Chrissie:  The Tehama County Coordinating Council is exploring the 
possibility of creating a community garden. 
 
Susan:  Susan interviewed Crystal Gertsch who worked at We Care 
A Lot Foundation, but left there to go back to school at CSU Chico.  
Crystal worked as a helper for People First, with Pathfinders, Clean 
Teeth, Clean Hands and SAY.  She also worked for the Caminar 
Friendship Circle and Access Plus.  Her hobbies are her children, 
archery, swimming, cooking, camping, hiking and Facebook and her 
two dogs. 
 
Ronda:  Rowell had a Nutrition and Wellness class, which she and 
her son attended for eight weeks. 
 

15.  Next meeting:  The next meeting will be November 21 and 22 
in Anderson. 
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16. Motion to adjourn by Suzette Serrano, seconded by Troy 
Rathburn.  No discussion, motion passed.  Meeting adjourned at 
12:00 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted 
 
 
 
Cynthia R. Presidio 
Executive Assistant/Board Secretary 


